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Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, our students have had to en-
dure many changes such as school closures, sheltering at home, vir-
tual learning, etc.  Especially hard hit are our high school seniors who 
are missing memorable events such as Prom, Senior Trips and a tra-
ditional graduation ceremony. To help bring some joy to our seniors, 
the Beale AFB 9RW First Sergeant’s Group hosted a congratulatory 
car parade on 29 May, to honor our awesome graduating high school 
seniors!  The parade route through base housing was lead by our out-
standing 9th Security Forces as many other beautifully decorated 
vehicles followed. We would like to thank our Beale service members 
& their families, the Beale Youth/Teen Center, CYES School Liaison 
Program, Security Forces and of course our 9RW First Sergeants 
Group for recognizing our Seniors and as well as other graduates.  
Best wishes to you all for a great future! 

Wheatland Union High School 

Senior Yearbook Parade  
Date: June 5, 2020    

Time: 5:00pm – 7:30pm 
(cars line up at 4:30pm) 

Event begins at Bishop's Pumpkin Farm at 5:00pm and ends at 
Riverside Meadows in Plumas Lake at approximately 7:00pm.  
Contact jsoderlund@wheatlandhigh.org for more information  

Bravo To The  
Unsung Heroes 

To the Child and Youth Program Staff, you are 
such an amazing support for the children, youth 
and families here at Beale AFB.  Your willingness 

to be there to help our children and parents 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic is valuable to the mission.  Each 
day you continue to provide a safe and fun learning environment for 

our military-connected children.  Though you all faced schedule 
changes, increased health and safety protocols, concerns for the 
children in your care as well as concerns for your own family mem-
bers, you all continue providing high quality child/youth care at the 
Child Development Center, Youth Center and in Family Child Care 
homes. I hope that all of the families you serve, your management 

team, base leadership, and the community take the time to say 
“Thank you”.  You all are truly heroes, and I hope everyone will sing 

your praises, because you all deserve it!   
               

                                         - R. Annette Goodly, CYES School Liaison 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Operation Homefront’s 
Back-to-School Brigade  

School Supply Give Away —  
(Drive by)  

5 August 2020.   
More Details coming soon! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL  
GRADUATES 
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4 Ways to Celebrate High School Graduation This Year       By Nora Fleming, Emelina Minero 

                                                                                                                                                                        April 29, 2020 
With coronavirus school closures extending into the fall, districts are coming up  
with clever alternatives to give seniors the graduation ceremony they deserve.  
 

In high schools, the last few months of the school year are typically filled with a flurry of celebra-
tions—prom, pep rallies, yearbook signing—culminating in the final rite of passage for seniors: 
graduation. But coronavirus school closures this spring have upended the traditional pomp and 
circumstance, leaving students across the country, especially seniors, feeling untethered and a 
bit lost. “I felt very disappointed, cheated, and forgotten when all of my milestone experiences 
were canceled,” shared Charlotte, a senior in Atlanta, who wonders if she will get to wear her 
graduation robes and cap. “It’s hard knowing that I might not ever see my graduating class in its 
entirety ever again.” 

Although a number of states have already decided they 
won’t reopen schools this school year, many districts 
are still waiting for news from state leaders, making it a 
challenge for administrators to plan, and many have 
left the graduation decision unresolved.  

Pioneer Valley Regional School in Northfield, Massachusetts, is cel-
ebrating their graduation at the Northfield Drive-In this year. 

For students, families, and teachers, it ’s left them frustrated, 
we’ve heard. “I understand the reason behind waiting for 
more information to be gathered before making any large 
decisions, but it is hard to cope with the countless ‘maybes ’ 
given by school administrations everywhere, ” said Olivia, a 
senior in Hillsdale, New Jersey. “The most helpful thing for 
me to have from my school right now would be some an-
swers. I want to know what the plan is if graduation and oth-
er activities are canceled. Are they out of the question  
entirely or just postponed? Will they take on a new form? ” 

Courtesy of Gabe Shakour 

 
But while many districts are still undecided—or have set 
a later date for graduation and are hoping for the best—
other districts have come up with clever alternatives to 
give seniors a send-off at the end of a tumultuous school 
year. 
 

RECOGNIZING SENIORS  
With or without a decision on an in-person graduation, a 
number of districts are finding ways to recognize and 
commemorate seniors now. 
 
Caseville Public School honored its graduating Class of 2020 by 
displaying each senior on streetlamp banners through town, 
which seniors will get to keep. 

In the Caseville Public School district, in Caseville, Mich-
igan, banners with every senior’s class photo have been 
hung on lampposts that line the streets in town (they ’ll get to 
keep them), while in Hillsdale, New Jersey, a parent organization at Pascack Valley High School 
distributed yard signs with the message, “Class of 2020—#PVStrong—We’re with you!” for local 
families to display. Every Friday night at 8:20 p.m. (20:20 military time), the school ’s football field 
lights are lit up for 20 minutes and 20 seconds to recognize the Class of 2020.  (continue on Page 3)  

Courtesy of Caseville Public Schools 

https://www.edutopia.org/profile/nora-fleming
https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/education/article242171861.html
https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/education/article242171861.html
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GOING VIRTUAL  
Palm Beach County School District in southern Florida  has committed to holding virtual gradua-
tion ceremonies for all 23 of its high schools in May that will air on local TV—Comcast and AT&T 
U-verse—and stream on the district ’s website. During the virtual ceremony, students and their 
families will hear prerecorded messages from speakers, edited together in the flow of a tradition-
al graduation ceremony, and their names will be announced with their photo displayed. Similar-
ly, Natomas Unified School District, in Sacramento, California, will broadcast a graduation video 
on YouTube and the district website that includes prerecorded graduation speeches.  

STAY IN YOUR CARS  
The Hanover Area School District, in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, for example—and others, like 
Pioneer Valley Regional School, in Northfield,  Massachusetts, and Idaho Falls School District 
#91, in Idaho Falls, Idaho—are turning to a relic from the past: the drive-in movie theater. 

Courtesy of Ian Bell 
 

Hanover Area School District families in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, will be celebrating their seniors at the Garden Drive-In. 
 

GRADUATION,  THE SOCIAL DISTANCING VERSION  
Other schools are planning a hybrid in -person and virtual graduation ceremony to adhere to so-
cial distancing mandates while giving students the experience of walking across a stage to get 
their diploma. 

A New Jersey parent organization at Pascack Valley High distributed yard signs to local families to celebrate seniors. 

Marshal County School District, in Marshal County, 
West Virginia, for example, is scheduling small groups 
of seniors to come to the high school and walk across 
the stage, six feet apart from their peers, and receive a 
prop diploma from the principal, who will wear a mask 
and gloves. (An official diploma will be mailed to stu-
dents later.) A videographer will film each student to 
make a compilation video afterward, and a representa-
tive from the Health Department will be on hand to en-
sure that safety protocols are followed.    
 
Gulfport High School, in Gulfport, Mississippi, 
has committed to a similar approach, but it will let up to four 
members of each student ’s family attend—all keeping a safe 
distance apart. The footage of students walking across the   
stage will be edited together into a single video that will include 
prerecorded features of a traditional graduation, like a perfor  
 mance by the choir, acknowledgment of the valedictorian and 
salutatorian, and speeches from students. Students and their  

 families can then watch the ceremony at home when it airs  
 online at a later date.   

 
For complete article, go to: https://www.edutopia.org/article/4-ways-celebrate-high-school-graduation-year  

Courtesy of Elena Spathis 

Continued from page 2 

 

https://palmbeachschools.org/students_parents/health_services/coronavirus_disease_2019__covid_19/messages_to_parents_and_staff/april_15__2020
https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/education/article242324121.html
https://grownandflown.com/favorite-high-school-graduation-idea/
https://www.masslive.com/news/2020/04/graduation-at-the-drive-in-under-new-ownership-northfield-drive-in-plans-to-host-high-school-commencements.html
https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/education/school-district-eastern-idaho-to-hold-graduation-ceremonies-at-drive-in-theater/277-0440945d-b454-45de-a947-acc48a199563
http://jmhs.mars.k12.wv.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2020/04/ProceduresFromShelbyHaines_JMHS-Admin.pdf
https://www.gulfportschools.org/cms/lib/MS01910520/Centricity/Domain/1685/2020%20Graduation%20-%20Senior%20Copy.pdf
https://www.wlox.com/2020/04/17/gulfport-high-school-announces-alternative-plan-graduation/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/4-ways-celebrate-high-school-graduation-year
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Beale AFB Youth Center  
530-634-4953 

Facebook 

 To help assist your child with transitioning to a new base, the Air Force offers a wonderful 
Youth Sponsorship Program for school-aged kids.  Families getting ready to PCS to their next 

base can get transition support and information for their children by  
simply going online and requesting a sponsor for their child (youth sponsors 

are children of similar age to children requesting a sponsor).   
Parents PCSing to Beale AFB can go onto the 9th Force  

Support Squadron’s website (with their child) to request a sponsor at:               
 

http://www.bealefss.com/youth-center/ 
 

At the bottom of the page, click Youth Sponsors tab.  Fill out the Youth 
Sponsorship Request Form on-line and submit it.  The Beale Youth Center staff will receive 
the request and assign a child sponsor for your child.  The Youth Sponsorship Program can 

help to ease your child’s mind on what to expect when they arrive.   
 

For info on the Youth Sponsorship Program, contact  
Jeanene Graves , at (530) 634-4953 or DSN 368-4953.   

Youth Sponsorship Program 

School Age Care For Summer 

*Request care for School Age 
Program through 

www.militarychildcare.com  
*Waitlist will open in July for 

2020/2021 School Year 

CDC Parents of Future Kindergarteners 

At the beginning of the July, a waitlist sign 
up form will be placed in the CDC pre-

school classrooms, and parents can sign the 
form to receive a SAP registration packet. 
Request will still need to be made through 
MCC. The child must be going into Kinder-
garten in order to request for care.  Once 
care has been offered, packets will need to 
be turned in prior to start the transition 
period. Parent orientation dates will be 

included in the Packets. Kinder transition 
dates to the Youth Center for CDC chil-

dren who will be attending the School Age 
Program will be: TBA.  
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Beale AFB Youth Center Info Corner, 530-634-4953 
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This virtual workshop is designed 
for families with children 2 – 12 

years old; military-connected 
families and DoD civilians have 

priority; however, if there is 
space available we are happy to 
take non-military parents; our 

max is 25  participants.   
Note: Registration due date has 
been extended through 15 June 
(the day before the workshop).  

For questions please contact  
Retha “Annette” Goodly, CYES 

School Liaison at  
530-6343539.   
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Exceptional 
Family  

Member  
Program 

     FREE Training for Parents       FREE Training for Professionals 

Contact Kim Hogue, 
EFMP-FS  

Coordinator at  
530-634-2863 
for Codes for 

Trainings 
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